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EVERYONE IS SMART IN THEIR OWN WAY!



Stephanie Wilson
Assistant Professor of Mathematics
Stephanie_wilson@asun.edu
870.512.7868 www.asun.edu

• Over coming the fear of Mathematics

• Teaching Styles 

• When will we ever use College Algebra?

• Creative Ideas to bring College Algebra alive.

• Collaboration / Ideas

OBJECTIVES:
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FEAR OF COLLEGE ALGEBRA
• Large number of students are not graduating due to 

the fact they are unable to pass college algebra. 

• Students believe that college algebra is to hard.

• College Algebra is overwhelming.
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OVER COMING THE FEAR
• Change in mindset.

• Bring the course alive.

• 20 – 30 minute lectures then in class activities.

• Peer tutoring/teaching.

• Project assignments.

• Class discussions.

• Encouragement.



Stephanie Wilson
Assistant Professor of Mathematics
Stephanie_wilson@asun.edu
870.512.7868 www.asun.edu

DISCUSSION ASSIGNMENT
Critical Thinking Discussion

Introduction Directions: In order to 
receive full credit you must:
reply to this discussion introducing yourself to the 
class.

share about yourself, your major, your plans for 
the future (where do you see yourself in 5 
years/10 years), family, children/pets, hobbies, 
anything you would like to share.  What would 
you like to gain from this course. 

reply to at least one of your classmates. To make 
a connection to build the classroom community. 

Introduction Discussion And 

• Critical Thinking Directions: In order 
to receive full credit you must:

1. reply to this discussion answering the 
questions below in clear statement form

2. must show your math work to supports 
your findings.

3. reply to at least one of your classmates 
explaining why they like the way or don
like the way it was solved. One or two 
word replies are not considered for credit.
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EXAMPLES OF A DISCUSSION ASSIGNMENT
Critical Thinking Discussion

• Skidding Car: The force needed to keep a car 
from skidding on a curve varies inversely as the 
radius r of the curve and jointly as the weight of 
the car and the square of the speed. It takes 3000 
lb of force to keep a 200 lb car from skidding on a 
curve of radius 500 ft at 30 mph. What force will 
keep the same car from skidding on a curve of 
radius 800 ft at 60 mph?

• Loan Interest Rates: A realtor borrowed $90,000 to 
develop some property. He was able to borrow 
part of the money at 5.5% interest and the rest at 
6%. The annual interest on the two loans amounts 
to $5125. How much was borrowed at each 
rate?

• Solve the modeling problem. Cell Phone Charges: 
A cell phone service provides communication 
between two cities. If x represents the number of 
minutes for the call, where x > 0 , then the function 
f(x) = 0.75[x] + 1.50 gives the total cost of the call in 
dollars. Find the cost of a 7.5-minute call.

I want to take this time to introduce myself to you. I am an 
Assistant Professor of Mathematics Mrs. Karen Young. I 
grew-up and still live in Corning, AR.  I have been married 
to a farmer for 33 years and we have two adult children. A 
daughter Lesa who is married to Bryan Bass and they have 
my only grandson Sylas. A son Keith, who is single. I also 
have a fur-child named Rowdy, a Belgian Malinois, who is 2 
years old and he lives up to his name every day.

I have a BS in Elementary Education, an MS in Education 
and an MS in Mathematics. My daughter tells me I am a 
professional student, but I just love to learn. Most people 
just tell me I am a NUT for getting the degree in 
mathematics.  

I have taught math at the high school level for 13 years 
and at the college level for 10 years. I taught for Black 
River Technical College on the Paragould Campus for 2 
and a half years and worked as Math Tutor on the 
Pocahontas Campus part time for a little over 1 year. I 
have been an Adjunct Instructor of Mathematics for ASU-
Newport since the fall of 2013 and was hired as an 
Assistant Professor in Mathematics in 2015.

I am looking forward to this class and getting to know each 
and every one of you.

Introduction Discussion
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Teach 20-30 minutes over quadratics and explaining the formula for projectile.

The remaining time in class the students create their own quadratic.

If you have access to a gym or field. 

Will need to split the students up into groups of three or four.

Items need per group is 1-ball, 1 or 2 measuring device(s), 1-stop watch, pencil 
and paper. 

One person will throw the ball.

One person will mark the initial height of the ball from where it is being released.

One person will use the stopwatch to mark the time the ball traveled.

One person will mark where the ball landed. 

The students will solve for the speed of the ball and solve for the maximum height.

EXAMPLE OF IN CLASS ACTIVITY
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• Budgets.

• The Game of Life.

• Creative Math Art. 

• Creating their own home, water park, or business.

• Exponential Growth.

• Exponential Decay.

• Cane Toad

EXAMPLE OF PROJECTS 
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Game of Lilfe 
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Creative Math Art

https://www.desmos.com/
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Creating their Own Water Park



Stephanie Wilson
Assistant Professor of Mathematics
Stephanie_wilson@asun.edu
870.512.7868 www.asun.edu



Stephanie Wilson
Assistant Professor of Mathematics
Stephanie_wilson@asun.edu
870.512.7868 www.asun.edu

Exponential Growth
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Exponential Decay
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CANE TOAD
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Question?????

If you would like a copy of our resources please 
see one of us after questions.
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